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SHUTTIia  OUT  TERMITES 


Termites,   small  as  they  are,  have  one  thing  in  common  with  the  mytho- 
logical giant  Antaeus,  who  derived  his  strength  from  contact  with  his  mother 
earth,    ^iHien  Hercules  discovered  this  secret,  and  made  use  of  it,  Antaeus  was 
destroyed. 

Anyone  who  has  discovered  termite  trouble  in  the  house  can  destroy 

the  pests  in  a  similar  ^^y,  says  ,  ,  of 

(Hame)  (Title) 
Break  the  connection  TDetween  the  soil  moisture  of  the 


(InstitLition) 

earth  and  the  wood  of  the  house  and  termites  will  shrivel  up  and  die,  even 
tho-ugh  they*ve  gained  a  foothold  in  the  house.     (Of  course  if  there  is  leakage 
or  dampness  in  the  woodx^rork  something  vail  have  to  "be  done  to  got  rid  of  that 
moisture.) 

Termites  may  riddle  supporting  timbers  and  beams  or  iindermine  flooring 
without  having  their  presence  suspected.    They  live  and  work  inside  the  t-onnels 
which  they  make  as  they  feed  on  the  wooden  parts  of  buildings,  and  are  not  seen 
from  the  surface. 

How  do  termites  get  into  a  building?    Erom  outdoors,   thro^u^h  basement 
timbers  or  other  v/ooden  structural  parts  of  the  house  that  are  in  contact  with 
the  gro-ujid.    Termites  will  oven  bridge  over  stone  or  concrete  foundations  for 
several  feet  if  necessary,  to  reach  wood  by  moans  of  carthlike  shelter  tubes. 
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A  termite  colony  contains  kings,  q_uccns,  wingless  v/orkors,  and  sol- 
diers.   The  swarming  or  flying  termites  seen  outdoors  do  not  attack  wood.  They 
must  roach  the  open  to  start  nev/  colonies  in  moist  earth  near  a  supply  of  wood. 
The  v/orkcrs,  descended  from  these  flying  termites,  arc  the  destructive  memhers 
of  the  colony.     So  v;hen  you  sec  flying  termites  you  may  suspect  the  presence 
of  unseen  white  worker  termites.    Branching  shelter  tu"bes  on  the  surface  of 
house  founda-tions  are  a  pretty  sure  sign  of  trouble  inside. 

A  house  that  is  "built  teircite-proof  to  start  with  has  all  tirn'ocr  ends 

set  on  concrete.    All  areas  are  well  ventilated  honeath  the  entire  "building, 

and  s-an-po.rlors,  porches,  and  steps  are  either  excavated  iDoncath,   or,  if  dirt 

filled  or  on  the  ground  level,  are  protected  where  they  join  the  foundation 

vjall  "by  metal  shields.     In  such  areas,  says  ,  metal  shields 

~'_  (Hame) 

are  em"bedded  around  the  top  of  masonry  foundations  in  a  continuous  layer  with 
well  soldered  joints  and  are  fastened  to  plum"bing  and  other  pipes  entering  the 
house  from  the  ground.    These  shields  should  "be  at  least  18  inches  aoovo  the 
ground. 

The  most  effective  v.ray  to  keep  termites  out  of  a  house  that  is  already 
"built  is  to  use  the  same  prccacitions  as  in  first  "building  -  -  to  insulate  all 
wooden  parts  that  v/o'^Jild  otherv/ise  touch  the  earth  iDy  ern'oedding  then  in  concrete 
and  providing  metal  shields  where  needed.    This,  unfortunately,  is  expensive, 
"but  it  will  end  termite  trou'ble  if  properly  done, 

#  #  # 
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